


Dear Friends of Nativity Academy,

As | write this column, we are
preparing to celebrate our annual
Thanksgiving meal for our students
and their parents/guardians. Since our
last newsletter, there have been several
occasions and events which remind me
that we, at Nativity Academy, have so
much for which to be thankful. The pictures included in this issue
give an account of many of them.

First, in mid-September we had a “welcome back” event
for all of our graduates. It was great to see the many students who
were able to come. Our oldest graduates are now juniors in high
school and we need to begin working with them in their decisions
about post-secondary education. However, it is truly a challenge
to keep in touch with our graduates and we continue to work on
how best to do this. As | try to stay in touch with just one of our
girls, I am finding out firsthand that this facet of our program is very
time-intensive but extremely important.

While this “keeping-up” with our graduates is what makes
the NativityMiguel Model of education truly unique, it is also the
real indicator of our success. Research shows that the decision to
drop out of school before high school graduation is often made in
middle school. We are finding that sustaining the desire and drive
to stay in high school requires a great deal of support.

A second event that occurred at Nativity Academy is our
annual Halloween Party, a very positive experience for both our
students and staff. In the pictures, you will notice that many of us
are in some type of costume and everyone is enjoying creative
activities. Of course, the “haunted house” on the ?:F "
fourth floor of the school building is the climax of ¢
the evening. Many of our students (and staff) are
convinced that the religious sisters who lived there
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in the very early days of St. Boniface School still enjoy
and participate in our evening of fun. A big thank you
goes to our faculty and staff for planning and executing
our Halloween party. Luckily, Halloween occurring on
a Friday gave all of us some time to recuperate before
another day of school.

Finally, in early November we hosted our
annual Donor Recognition Luncheon. This event
is undoubtedly one of the best activities we host at
Nativity Academy and my personal favorite. It provides
all of us (students, faculty/staff, parents, and Board
members) an opportunity to express our appreciation
to the many people who support Nativity Academy as
donors and volunteers. This year’s event was blessed
with having Archbishop Joseph Kurtz as our guest
speaker. His presence and his words were a source
of encouragement to all of us. You will notice from
the pictures of the event that those receiving special
recognition as donors and volunteers were given student
artwork. The talent demonstrated by our students and
nurtured by our teachers is only one more reason for us
to be grateful.

Asyouread our newsletter, | hope you remember
all the good things for which you have reason to give
thanks and remember that we include all of you in our
prayers of thanksgiving. May you and your family be
blessed during the coming Christmas holiday season.

Sincerely,

Sr. Paudav

(Students left to right)
Ashley Harris,
Amber Horton,
Nicole Ranes,

Hailey Rocha are

enjoying the

Halloween

H.h party fun.

Teacher, Meghan Regan helps students with a
game to guess how many items are in various
jars. Items included all types of “scary” objects.

(Left to right) Brittney Johnson, Tyler Harris,
Ti’Ericka Carney, Amber Horton, and Nicole Ranes
anxiously await the results of the best costume
competition.

Teacher, Georganna Mahaffey, makes
sure the Cookie Walk competition
runs smoothly.




From the Board Chair

NativityAcademy:
A Place for all Seasons
and Senses

. On a recent visit to Nativity,
_ the halls were filled with the
Alice Cowley aroma of Thanksgiving Dinner.
Board Chair  Newly elected PTA President
Victoria Board was laboring over pots of
potatoes and corn bread dressing. Tomorrow
the children will feast with visitors and family,
enjoying an early Thanksgiving dinner. As the
kitchen is in high gear, several students are
being tutored by volunteer mentors. A teacher
drifts in and delivers a hug to volunteer and
child alike. The noises are happy: singing,
chatting and laughing. You can taste the
opportunity an education brings, as clear
as the crisp Fall air. Nativity Academy is a
rich and rewarding place to invest your time
and talent.

- Guests gather with students, faculty and staff at Nativity’s
Annual Donor Recognition Luncheon. The event took place
in Nativity’s gym.

Student artist, Consuelo Parent, Victoria Board, posed with Archbishop Joseph Kurtz
Santillan, poses with principal, Sheila Carson, at the offered words of gratitude
Corporate Leadership Donor Recognition Luncheon. and encouragement
Award winner, Nick Simon, Victoria expressed Nativity parents’ to donors, volunteers,
president of gratitude to the donors and volunteers.  students, and faculty and
Publishers’ Press. staff.
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Students, parents and guardians gather for the
school Thanksgiving dinner celebration.

S
. e

Gustavo Alcantara and student artist, Jacob

Lehmann, pose with the Grant Lewis Moral Volunteers of the Year, Barbara West and Jenny
Compass Award winners, Phil and Kathy Gahm.  Cottingham are joined by student artists, Saffyyia
The award was presented by grant Lewis’ wife, Abdur-Rahman (on left) and, Jada Anderson. The
Mary Louise Barr (center). Gustavo is sponsored  awards to volunteers and specially recognized
by Phil and Kathy. donors were student art work.

L e R
Principal Sheila Carson greets the group assembled for
the Thanksgiving event at Nativity Academy.

How can you help? Currently the Board is
soliciting volunteers and items for the Nativity
dinnerandauctiononApril 17,2009. Although
that may seem far away, it is not too early to
form committees and solicititems for the event.
Your help would be welcome in any capacity!
We anticipate a sell out crowd, exciting items

UExte e Canirinyy etz o dy o : T and our most successful event to date. So,
claim her prize for best costume Witch Paula calls Halloween bingo for a k d call 896-6049 .
contest. She tied for first place team of students. spark your senses and ca - to join

with Nicole Ranes. the fun!
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...a reason for hope
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NATIVITY ACADEMY

Nativity’s Spring OPEN HOUSE
February 17-19, 2009

Everyone is welcome to visit school between
8:00 am and 5:00 pm on February 17-19,
and from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm on Thursday,
February 19. Students will give tours and
administrators will be available to answer
questions.

N ight Out for Nativity

February 24t

Don’t Miss this Fund-Raiser in which local
restaurants donate a percentage of their sales
to Nativity Academy. Restaurants will be
posted on our web site and notices sent to
everyone on our mailing list.

For more information:

please call 855-3300
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