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Congratulations to Our 2009 Graduates

Congratulations to the 14 Graduates in the Fourth Graduation Class of Nativity Academy at St. Boniface. Included are the two eighth grade teachers Kelly Hagan
and David Baughman and our new principal, Sheila Carson. Students are: Top row left to right, Ivori Robertson, Bryan Nieto Valtierra, Ti’Ericka Carney, DeAirice
Hobbs, Deonte Clyburn, middle row, Gustavo Ocampo, Kenneth Bass, Brandon Nieto Valtierra, Reality Alexander, front row, Sidney Taylor, Shantricia Standard,

Chase Crawford, Ashley Miles, Kiara Jones
Dear Friends of Nativity Academy,

As difficult as it is to believe, this
newsletter highlights the fourth graduation
for Nativity Academy at St. Boniface. The
issue’s photos capture the annual breakfast
for graduates and their families, the 8th grade
awards ceremony and finally the graduation
itself.  As is the custom at Nativity, the
graduation is planned and executed by the
students themselves (with a great deal of
help and patience from their teachers and for this year especially Ms.
Kelly Hagan). Our ceremony provides an opportunity for the students
to express their gratitude to the many people who have helped them
throughout their three years at Nativity — parents, teachers, volunteers,
and sponsors. You will see pictures of people from all these categories.

Sr. Paula Kleine-Kracht, OSU
Executive Director

As has also become a custom, the Class of 2009 gave a financial gift
to Nativity Academy. As the result of their fall fund-raiser at Applebee’s,
the class was able to donate $350 to the school. Of course it is our hope
that this type of action and the sense of gratitude that marks the students’
graduation ceremony will become a life-attitude for them. All of our
students have a great deal for which they can be grateful.

Kenneth Bass gives a grateful embrace
to his sponsor, Marea Gardner.

Sidney Taylor with his parents Sean and
Cynthia Walker.

This is our last issue of the newsletter for 2008-2009, and so in
addition to some end-of-the year activities, you will read news about our
previous graduates and our GSP (Graduate Support Program) activities.
Including our Class of 2009, we now have fifty-one students on our
GSP roster. For the last few months, | have been actively involved in
this program and know first-hand what we hope to do for our students
and how this program must continue to develop. One of our biggest
challenges is keeping in touch with our grads. | have learned that they
aren’t an “e-mail” generation, but they are “texters.” So the challenge is
great. We have added a GSP page to our web-site (www.nativitylouisville.
org) and encourage you to look there for past and future pictures of our
GSP activities.

Because of our six-week summer program, we continue to
welcome all of you to visit Nativity during June and early July.
Hopefully during the last weeks of July all our students and most of the
adult members of our school will take a few weeks off. Those weeks
of relaxation will let us get ready for another great year at Nativity
Academy. Enjoy your summer!

Blessings,

Sr. Paula

Paula Kleine-Kracht, OSU, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Jay and Jessie Miller with Brandon Nieto Valtierra alongside Diane Schindler
and his brother Bryan Nieto Valtierra. The Millers and Ms. Schindler are
Brandon’s sponsors.
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Chase Crawford awaits the Graduate Breakfast
with his whole family.

Clockwise from lower left are Graduate Ashley Miles,

mother Anne Miles, Teachers Jerry Walsh-Skelly and
Kelly Hagan, Graduate Shantricia Standard with
grandmother Ethel Standard.

Kiara Jones receives an award with congratulations
from Sr. Paula Kleine-Kracht as Principal and
teachers look on.

Congratulations
to our Graduates
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Bryan Nieto Valtierra is the proud
2009 recipient of the Nativity
Academy Eagle Award, given to
one graduate who is the overall
best example of a Nativity graduate.
Demonstrates Nativity’s values.
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The current GSP representatives for each class are:
Class of 2006 — Briha’nna Thompson and Dominique McClain
Class of 2007 — Shian Jordan and Tony Long

Class of 2008 — Nakayla Little and Terry Smith

Class of 2009 — Reality Alexander and Bryan Nieto Valtierra

Ti’Ericka Carney accepts her award
from Sr. Paula Kleine-Kracht.

Sponsor and Faculty memberJenny Cottingham hosted
the first annual Graduate Picnic, enjoying the company of
Matthew Pipes class of “08.

Briha’nna Thompson 06 was selected as an Assumption Ambassador. Briha’nna’s selection was based
upon the recommendations of faculty, her GPA, and having no demerits.

Shian Jordan 07 who participated in the St. X production of Les Miserables and who will travel in July
with the Louisville Youth Choir to perform music from Wicked at Carnagie Hall.

I e N TN 78 An end and a beginning...in May?

| have spoken in previous
articles in this newsletter about
what a privilege it is to be
involved at Nativity Academy.
The work of the Board is broad
and interesting. | am surrounded
by caring, motivated and creative
individuals. But the culmination
surely must be graduation, where the fruits of
the collective labors of so many produce such
a stunning result. This year’s graduating class is
exceptional. All 14 members are placed in high
school, with 13 of the 14 accepted to Catholic
secondary school. The graduation service
reflected the pride of the students, their families
and sponsors, and the faculty. In one hour, it
represented the end product of what the Board
is attempting to grow and guide: an excellent
school for children of academic promise from

Alice Cowley
Board Chair

low-income families. Mrs. Jenny Cottingham,
a beloved volunteer teacher, delivered an
inspirational message. In it, she emphasized the
ability to love, create and be successful, all in
balance. Because she lives what she speaks, she
has been a powerful role model for the students.
Nativity is blessed with powerful role models. The
Board is deeply appreciative of the efforts of the
faculty and staff, led by Mrs. Sheila Carson, and
wish them a restful summer!

Our Board also has had a graduation of sorts,
as we retired five members and will welcome three
new members in August. Sister Rose Howard,
S.C.N. will be an excellent source of leadership in
all aspects of Board activity, and is especially well
versed in matters of educational excellence. Her
previous Board involvements have included the
Sacred Heart Schools and St. Xavier High School.

Dr. Kent Gregory is currently Board Chair for
Catholic Charities and brings a good understanding
of the demographics of the population we serve.
Susan Foley is a retired educator who not only
contributes a wealth of educational experience, but
has been active on the Development Committee for
two years. We welcome these dedicated individuals
and look forward to their active participation. The
circle continues...

The Board offers much thanks and
appreciation to all those that support our
work. This summer the Prospect Rotary Club is
sponsoring an evening of entertainment on July
12, with the proceeds benefiting Nativity. Tickets
are available through Gary Keibler (228-3860),
past Board member, for $35 per person. He can
give you the details and directions. | look forward
to seeing you there. Have a good summer!
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pre-Derby Cleanup project by
working in a park on Main Street.
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Field trip to the Science Center to see
the Great Lakes IMAX movie. Nativity students
s ; _ s o . explored an educational exhibit during their field
Marvin Stewart and classmate do their part Maria Ramirez, Andrea Rocha and Consuelo Santillan ~ trip to the Louisville Science Center.

for Derby Clean Up. Classmate is Karma participated in Derby City Cleanup.
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6th Gradé Volcano’s about to Blow! Darriell
Long, Brice Steele, Jesus Rivera Reyes and

5 e ke Mackenzie Pendleton.
A e o Mackenzie Pendleton and
F \ Jesus Rivera Reyes pose before .
. el et their volcano project. Both %17‘(5/5 ﬁﬁrtﬁ (Eﬂnfuet
Jada Anderson and Sarah Sorenson More “Nativity’s Got Talent” in the boys are 6th graders.
show off their awards from the 6th form of Cooking Class...a favorite I a "
and 7th grade awards assembly. for all! Bryan Nieto Valtierra is .

serving some guests.
Mike Muth and his
. . daughter, Jennifer,
%pr 56!6”66 ?ﬂt?‘ at theggirls’ athletic
banquet. Jennifer
volunteered in
the girls’ athletic
program.

The Black Biomedical Graduate Student Organization worked with a group of
Nativity students wanting to participate in a science fair. The U of L students
helped the Nativity students prepare their science project and display. The fair
took place in the Abell Administration Center on the Health Science Campus.
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Karmah Fahnbulleh (6th
grader) poses with his
science project about
steam. Karmah presented
a winning project.
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Maya Berkley, 7th grader,
did a science project on
lightening hair. Do some !
colors perform better than| On field day, the 8th graders play volleyball against the
others? faculty. The faculty won.

Help Change the World — One Student at a Time

i Mackenzie Pendleton,
Sara Sorenson’s science ¢4y grader, with his

fair project studied salt

= science fair project
water and electricity.

on water and surface

tension.
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There’s an old saying, “A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the
sort of house | lived in or the car | drove.....but the world may be different because | was important
in the life of a child.”

All of us are experiencing the effects of the economic downturn. All of us must think carefully about
every gift we make and every dollar we spend. Nativity Academy’s faithful donors are making it
possible for our students to succeed. Every day we are amazed at the faithfulness of our supporters,
and the determination of our students. You are literally helping to change the world — one student at
a time.

Summer is approaching, a traditionally lean time of the year for donations. Our work, however,
continues. We hope you will consider making a gift to help us during these times. Thank you for all
you do for Nativity!
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...a reason for hope

DeAirice Hobbs provided a solo during
the choir performance at graduation.

l NATIVITY ACADEMY'S

4th Annual Golf Scramble
Thursday, September 3, 2009

12:00 pm — Registration & Box Lunch

1:30 pm — Shotgun Start
at Quail Chase Golf Club

Scramble Format
Prizes for the first and second Place Teams

6:30pm Chicken & Ribs
Buffet Dinner
Awards & Prizes
&
SHOOTOUT WINNER GETS A
FREE WEEK STAY AT
A FLORIDA CONDO

For more information , please visit our website
www.nativitylouisville.org

Or Contact
Mark Kirchdorfer 502.318.6642
markk@isco-pipe.com
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