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Nativity Introduces New Faculty As 2008-09 School Year Begins!
We are pleased to welcome several people to the Nativity 

Academy teaching faculty for the 2008-2009 year.  Some join 
us for the first time, two are assuming different roles, and one is 
returning after a two-year absence.  

One of our new members is Sheila Carson who joins us in a 
prominent and important position as Nativity’s principal.  Sheila 
retired from JCPS in 2006 after serving as an assistant principal at 
Jeffersontown High School for 22 years.  She began her work in 
JCPS as a middle- and high-
school teacher and then as a 
staff development specialist.  

Sheila is a native of 
Lexington, KY, where she 
graduated from Transylvania 
University.  After moving to 
Louisville, Sheila completed 
her graduate degree and 
certifications at U of L.  
Sheila’s reputation as an 
excellent administrator 
preceded her arrival at 
Nativity.  Several Nativity 
parents know her from her 
work in Jeffersontown.  Sheila 
comments that she had not 
heard of Nativity until last year.  Then the school started coming 
up in people’s conversations, and she saw our step team perform 
in a competition sponsored by her college sorority.  When she 
learned that the principal position was open, she decided it was 
time to “check out” Nativity.  And we are very glad she made that 
decision.

Another new member of the Nativity teaching community is 
Meghan Regan.  Meghan comes to Nativity after giving two years 
of service at Guadalupe Regional Middle School in Brownsville, 
Texas.  Guadalupe is a member of the NativityMiguel Network, 
and Meghan confesses that our being a NativityMiguel model 
school swayed her decision to work here.  Meghan graduated 
from the University of Notre Dame in 2006 with a double major 
in English and Spanish.  She then participated in the Alliance 

for Catholic Education program at Notre Dame through which 
she received a Masters in Education with the understanding she 
would give two years of service in an educational setting.  The 
fact that Meghan is fluent in Spanish is an extra bonus for us.   
She is an “on-site” translator for our Hispanic parents who speak 
limited English.  Meghan is a genuine blessing to Nativity.  

Neither Mariyam Sweeney nor David Baughman is a stranger 
to Nativity.  Last year, Mariyam volunteered as an assistant art 

teacher and demonstrated 
the great work our students 
can do with her direction.  
This year she is a part-time art 
teacher who also works with 
students during their related 
arts period.  

David has worked at 
Nativity for several years as 
a substitute teacher and last 
year was a science teacher 
at St. Nicholas Academy.  He 
completed his BA in chemistry 
at U of L and then worked for 
many years in the business 
world before entering the 
teaching profession.  This year 

David is a full-time science teacher for our 7th and 8th graders
Last but far from least, we are pleased to welcome back 

Jerry Walsh-Skelly.  Jerry taught at Nativity in 2005-2006 but left 
because of his wife’s job transfer and lived for two years in London, 
England.  Jerry was so loved and respected by our students that 
the Class of 2007 invited him to speak at their graduation.  Much 
to our good fortune, Jerry’s wife was transferred back to Louisville 
and Jerry is again teaching at Nativity.  He works daily with our 
8th grade boys teaching them reading and supervising their study 
hour.  

We are very happy that all of these new and returning 
teachers are joining our faculty.  They will help to make the new 
school year very successful.

Principal Sheila Carson (center) poses with faculty members,  
David Baughman, Jerry Walsh-Skelly, Meghan Regan, and Mariyam Sweeney.

-Robert Jamison has cooked for Best 
Western Hotels and for Applebee’s 
Restaurants.  We know he will provide 
good food for our students and teachers

New Staff Members 
Bring Their Skills 
to Nativity

Robert Jamison
Cafeteria Manager

Michael Pokorney 
Business Manager

Nativity welcomes two people 
to our staff:  Michael Pokorney 
as Business Manager and Robert 
Jamison as Cafeteria Manager.  

-Michael retired in 2006 after having 
served as a controller in the corporate 
world.  He brings a wealth of experi-
ence for keeping Nativity’s financial 
transactions accurate.
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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends of Nativity Academy,

The beginning of another school 
year means we have several new 
members on our Board of Directors.  I 
am delighted to have an opportunity 
to introduce the five people who are 
joining our Board for a first three-year 
term.

Talbot Allen has been a principal in the Archdiocese of Louisville 
and a teacher and associate principal in Oldham County Schools.  
He brings a great deal of educational experience to the Board 
and will be working also on the Student Recruitment Committee 
and the Community Relations Committee.  Recently I saw Talbot 
assisting our girls’ track coach and running with the track team.  
This is a uniquely wonderful role for a Board member.

Mark Kirchdorfer is Vice President of Operations for ISCO 
Industries LLC.  Mark will continue to serve on the Nativity Board 
Development Committee and Recruitment Committee.  This year 
Mark chaired our recent and very successful Golf Scramble.

Steve Mason is our first Board member who is serving while 
living out-of-state. Steve was born and raised in Louisville but has 
spent most of his professional life in Alexandria, Virginia.  Currently 
he is a Special Assistant to the City Manager in Alexandria.  Steve 
is extremely interested in education for low income children and 
will be helping us reach out to children and families desiring the 
benefits of a Catholic education.

Sr. Paula Kleine-Kracht, OSU
Executive Director
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Libbye Montgomery has served and is serving on 
several boards for schools from the pre-school to college 
level.  She and her husband Guy have contributed to 
Nativity Academy for several years as student sponsors 
and have often visited Nativity and attended numerous 
Nativity student performances. Libbye brings us her 
passion for excellent education being provided to 
families living in the inner city.

Dave Mueller is also familiar with Nativity 
Academy.  Dave has served on the Finance Committee 
for two years and has attended almost every student 
program and fund-raising activity during that time.  He 
retired from Exxon in 1998 after being a manufacturing 
manager in both North and South America.  Dave has 
already demonstrated great enthusiasm for Nativity 
Academy’s mission. 

We are very pleased to have these talented and 
generous people join our Board of Directors.  Since 
Nativity opened its doors, we have been blessed with 
an extremely active Board of Directors and these new 
members are continuing that tradition.

Sincerely,

Sr. Paula

School Activities

Nativity’s Summer Session includes 
academic classes and also field trips. During 
the 7th graders’ session, they took a trip to 
the Louisville Zoo.  At the lower left front is 
Ameerah Granger, Assistant Director of the 
Extended Day Program with students (left 
to right) DeAndre’ Porter, Brittney Johnson, 
Yoland Logan, Jada Anderson, Maya Berkley, 
Saffiyya Addur-Rahman, Adrea Rocha, and 
Michael King.  At top are Marvin Stewart, 
Sarah Sorenson, and Victor Board.

Annually, Nativity’s 6th graders are treated to a field trip to 
Shakertown and Tallgrass Farm.  Here a group of students 
listen to a presentation by a Shakertown representative

A group of students enjoy the 
company of hostess  
Lois Mateus while on a hayride.  
Students from left to right are: 
Karmah Fahnbulleh,  
Maria Ramirez, Derrick Taylor,  
Dayan Smith, Michale Fountain, 
Makala Taylor, Ashati Burgess, 
and Jesus Revera Reyes.

Of course the best part of any field trip is 
eating.  Michale Fountain, Hailey Rocha, 
Joshua Russell, and Kenshawn Washington 
enjoy hot dogs being served by Kathey 
Sanders, Nativity Academy’s Director  
of Development.

Shakertown and  
Tallgrass Farm

Louisville Zoo
Field Trip



Terrance is a 2006 graduate of Nativity 
Academy now attending St. Xavier.  When 
speaking to his fellow 8th graders, he said, “It was 
a long journey but we made it.  Instead of quitting 
and not finishing what we started we strived to 
get to this major moment in our lives.  We have 
shown that we can handle responsibility and that 
we want to be something one day.  We are the 
future leaders.”

Terrance is one of the reasons donors support 
Nativity Academy through sponsorship.  Nativity 
Academy is in the business of helping children 
overcome poverty through education.  We provide 
an environment where dreams are possible and 
then we help our students achieve those dreams. 

The families of the children at Nativity 
Academy pay only 
$20 per month in 
tuition.  We must raise 
every other dollar it 
takes to provide hope 
for our children:  hope 
to reach beyond the 
poverty and struggles 
that have plagued 
them; hope to truly 
succeed in school for 
the first time; hope for 
a better way of life.  

One of the ways we have found to raise 
the funds necessary for our programs are 
through Student Sponsorships.  Donors make a 
commitment to “sponsor” a student for the three 
years they are at Nativity.  To sponsor a child fully 
for one year we request $10,000.  The cost to 
sponsor a student for one year for the academic 
portion only is $5,000.

We are blessed to have 60 students this 
year, but we only have 42 sponsors.  Won’t you 
consider making a difference of a lifetime for a 
student at Nativity Academy?  

Call... 
Kathey Golightly Sanders, 
Director of Development, 
at 855-3313 to find out 
how you as an individual 
or as part of a group 
can become 
a child sponsor.

Student Sponsors Needed

Make the  
difference
of a lifetime

...sponsor  
a student
at Nativity 
Academy!Being located downtown has its 

benefits for Nativity students.  The 
7th and 8th graders were able to 

visit the International Fair held on 
the Belvedere in early September.  

From left to right in the top row 
are DeAirice Hobbs, Gustavo 

Alcantara, and Bryan Nieto Valtierra 
and bottom row, Brandon Nieto 

Valtierra, and Kenneth Bass.

Enjoying food from other 
countries is a special treat at the 
International celebration.  From 
left to right: 7th graders Chase 
Crawford and Sidney Taylor 
and 8th graders Kiara Jones and 
Reality Alexander.

Board Member and Golf Scramble 
Committee Chair, Mark Kirchorfer  
poses with Shannon Fehr, an employee 
of  Boice.Net, the title sponsor for  
the Scramble.

Seventh grader Jordan Price enjoys 
dinner with Scramble Committee 
member Mike Muth and Perry Carney.  
Mike works with our students in the 
First Tee program.

International Fair  
on the Belvedere

Program Director Ozell Wilson assists 
Jordan Price with developing proper form 
on the golf driving range.

Beautiful weather, a great course 
& 30 teams of golfers combined for a 
terrific day for Nativity Academy.  The 
3rd annual Golf Scramble was held at 
Quail Chase Golf Club on September 
4.  Chaired  by Mark Kirchdorfer, the 
scramble raised more than $15,000 for 
Nativity.  Many thanks go to Boice.net 
– Title Sponsor; Kindred Healthcare  
– Gold Sponsor; ISCO Industries, 
Air Hydro Power and Horton Fruit 
Company – Silver Sponsors.

Everyone a Winner at Nativity Academy’s Golf Scramble



Please remember Nativity Academy at 
St. Boniface in your will.

Tax I.D. Number: 51-0450314

Nativity Academy
At St. Boniface

529 E. Liberty Street
Louisville, KY 40202

...a reason for hope

Louisville’s private middle school offering educational 

excellence to children of academic promise from low-

income familiesativity Academy

For more information: 

please call 855-3300

Nativity Academy is hosting an Open House 
on October 21- 23.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for families and supporters to 
visit and see our school in action.  

Everyone is welcome to visit school between 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on these days.  
Students will give tours and administrators 
will be available to answer questions.  

OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 21 – 23

Nativity Academy at St. Boniface

Sponsoring Congregations
Ursuline Sisters of Louisville

Xaverian Brothers

Executive Director: Paula Kleine-Kracht OSU
Development Director: Kathey Golightly Sanders

Phone Number: 855-3313

Principal: Sheila Carson
Phone Number: 855-3300

Extended Day Director: Ozell Wilson
Phone Number: 855-3300
www.nativitylouisville.org
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